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A. What does it to ?

Pursue — 2) to find or employ measures to obtain or accomplish: Seek (Meriam-Webster
Dictionary)

Proverbs 2:1-6 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning
your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding— 3 indeed, if you call out for
insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as
for hidden treasure, ° then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of
God. ¢ For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. NIV

B. What 1s ?

Righteousness — The center of reference in Biblical theology for the question of
righteousness is first of all the righteousness of God. The fundamental idea, a starting place
for any Biblical view of righteousness is very simply this: there is no law above God, but
there is a law in God. Holiness is of His essence, righteousness is a mode of this

holiness... What is being clearly said is that God is, in His essence, by His very nature,
holiness itself; and righteousness is the mode or way by which His essence is expressed
toward His created world or toward anything apart from Himself. (The Zondervan
Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible)

C. do we pursue righteousness?

1. We must of righteousness.

Genesis 2:15-17 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. ' And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree
in the garden; 7 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat from it you will certainly die.” NIV

Genesis 6:5, 8-9 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on
the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the
time. 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. ° This is the account of Noah and his
family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked
faithfully with God. NIV

Deuteronomy 6:24-25 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear
the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kepft alive, as is the case
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today. 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has
commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” NIV

Psalm 19:7-14 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are
trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the

heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. ° The fear of the Lord is
pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous.

10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey,

than honey from the honeycomb. "' By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is
great reward. 2 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. 1* Keep your
servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then | will be blameless, innocent of
great transgression. ¥ May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be
pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. NIV

Romans 10:1-2 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is

that they may be saved. 2 For | can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their
zeal is not based on knowledge. NIV

2. We must to to God’s standard.

Romans 10:2-3 For | can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is
not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. NIV

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for

us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 3! Therefore,
as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” NIV

3. We must Jesus Christ as He

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. NIV

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. NIV

4. We must truly what for us.

2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. NIV
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